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News from the Region:  July 24, 2024 

News of interest to the people of the Northern Spirit Region. 

If you have news or events to share, please write a short description, 
with a clear headline and a link to more information,  

and send it to northernspirit@united-church.ca. 

 
★ Add your local events to our Northern Spirit events calendar! ★ 

Click here to view upcoming events. And click here to submit your event. 

 

Family News 
 

❤️ Prayers for those in fires and floods 

In our Region, residents of Jasper and visitors to the national park have been evacuated 
due to nearing wildfires. Farther away, folks in Ontario and Eastern Canada are dealing 

with the aftermath of flooding. Please include affected communities and people in your 
prayers, both personally and in your community of faith. Our Chairperson, Helen Reed, 
has also written a letter and a prayer. Read it on our website.  
 

mailto:northernspirit@united-church.ca
https://northernspiritrc.ca/community-of-faith-events-calendar/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/add-your-community-event/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/prayers-as-jasper-is-evacuated-due-to-nearby-wildfire/
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★ Centennial Planning Resource 

A Northern Spirit Charge, Leduc-Beaumont, has provided this planning template to help 
other churches organize their Centennial planning and celebrations. Feel free to use 

their outline as inspiration! Thank you to Leduc-Beaumont Pastoral Charge! 
 
Affirming Celebration Photo Album! 🏳️🌈 

We have now compiled a video photo album of highlights from our June 1 Celebration 
of becoming Affirming as a Region, and of Carrie Symondson's Ordination. Watch our 

video album on the website, at this link! 
 
General Commissioners for GC45  

Northern Spirit Regional Council needs to elect 11 commissioners to attend the meeting 
and serve as members of the General Council for three years, beginning in June 2025. 
Commissioners will also participate in educational sessions beginning in April 

2025.  The deadline for application submissions to be a GC45 Commissioner is 
October 11, 2024. The regional council will vote on the slate of commissioners at our 
regional meeting being held online on October 24, 2024. New information page, helpful 

videos from our colleagues in Shining Waters Regional Council, and Nominations form 
now available on our website! Learn more about becoming a Commissioner for GC45 
here. 

Nominate yourself or someone else using the Commissioners Nomination form, here. 
 

 

Wider Church News & Resources 

 

★ The United Church of Canada Foundation’s Fall 2024 grant round is now 

open!  

Seeds of Hope grants support unique and innovative ventures that are ready to make 
an impact in our United Church and beyond. We are excited to learn what you're up to! 

The Joint Grants Committee is now welcoming applications for new, unique projects 
which are: providing innovative seniors’ ministry; celebrating and encouraging children 
and youth; addressing environmental and social justice issues; looking at new ways to 

provide ministry and support during transition periods; and facilitating experiencing 
faith and spirituality. Also granting this round are the Rowntree Scholarship, Alvin 
Dixon Memorial Bursary, Promotion Project Fund, and more. Seeds of Hope 

applications are due October 15, 2024; other deadlines vary, so please check the 
terms before you apply. Learn more at this link. 
 

★ 3 New United Church of Canada Foundation Grant Opportunities 

The United Church of Canada Foundation is thrilled to announce 3 exciting new grant 

programs that will commence this Fall! 
United, we: Introducing a huge boost to our trust-based granting program: "United, 
we", our new dedicated trust-based granting stream! In each of the next two years 

(2024 and 2025), up to $100,000 will be available through 'United, we' to support 

https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Centennial-Planning-Template.pdf
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Centennial-Planning-Template.pdf
https://northernspiritrc.ca/affirming-celebration-video-album/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/general-council-commissioners/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/general-council-commissioners/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/gc45-commissioners-nominations-form/
http://unitedchurchfoundation.ca/grants/seeds-of-hope/
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impactful existing work at United Church organizations and partners who otherwise 

would not qualify for funding through current granting programs. 
Centennial Granting Fund: As we approach the United Church of Canada Centennial, 

many communities of faith will be eager to hold services and activities in celebration. 
This program will provide funding for events marking the milestone, emphasizing the 
importance of uniting to commemorate this historic achievement. Communities of faith 

and other organizations planning special events to commemorate the Centennial can 
apply for grants of up to $5,000. 
Promotion Project Fund: Owing to the generosity and creativity of a Foundation 

donor, this program will provide grants of up to $10,000 to support congregations in 
their marketing efforts as they seek to attract members, promote their vital ministries, 
and retain a strong community presence. 

Learn more about these new grants and apply now! 
 

★ New bulletin stock in UC bookstore 

Planning in-person worship for the upcoming year? The United Church Bookstore has 
you covered (literally!) with beautiful and inspiring bulletin covers for 2024 and 2025!  
 
United Church 100th anniversary resources: New event map! 
June 10, 2025, will mark the United Church’s 100th anniversary—an opportunity to 

honour our past and look to the future! Is your church community planning 
something special to commemorate this milestone? We'd love to hear about it! 
Submit your event details on our brand new Centennial event map! 

- Click here for the YouTube video of the national service celebrating our 99th!   
- Explore AB Archives' online database to find many records donated by UC 
churches.  We’ll do some research on accessing NWT and BC archives too.  
 
Season of Creation resources available now 
The 2024 Season of Creation will take place from September 1st to October 4th with 

the theme “To hope and act with Creation”. This year, the September 1st celebration 
falls on a Sunday, providing a special opportunity to prepare prayer services in tune 
with this year's theme and symbol. We invite everyone to start planning your events 

and celebrations!  Download the 2024 Celebration Guide here.  Further information 
about the Season of Creation is available here.  

  

In Case You Missed It:  

 
Job opportunity: Custodian at St. Paul's United, Edmonton 

St. Paul's is looking to hire a new custodian. Please click here to read the full details, 
and contact Jim Mullins, M&P Chair, if interested.   
 

 
 

https://unitedchurchfoundation.ca/united-church-of-canada-foundation-new-grant-programs/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Ded3e8fd501%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C9715b14f2c164d81ad4f08dcab3fd167%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638573537818506641%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gnqht5RMmAilDoWy%2FTz%2B8WPEegTV6S%2BQqYITBwcxcZw%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D4c95a5fd41%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Caa562884eef54f73e22308dca03b9af9%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638561425073569211%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nIzQEUP9wFfunQK1daT0ewS1%2FRMGvaH72ApnGeVYh4w%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D30ec07edfe%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Caa562884eef54f73e22308dca03b9af9%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638561425073576941%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3ckMAxHzTb8CKRJ4Rciam9hlJQzsfuFSBfO1c6eUJLA%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D1932654c5d%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Caa562884eef54f73e22308dca03b9af9%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638561425073585312%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xn8i2VsJWXxPbFxUlIuN76%2B3RZ8v%2BpFJWKSJ5%2Fu78VM%3D&reserved=0
https://united-church.ca/news/99th-anniversary-service-seeds-our-future-kicks-centennial-year
https://searchprovincialarchives.alberta.ca/
https://searchprovincialarchives.alberta.ca/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12M3weSD4D2mvjCiI3Mxen3JQZ5Rrazz3/view
https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://stpaulsunited.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Custodian-job-description-July-2024.pdf
mailto:jimmullins@shaw.ca
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Worship Resources:  
 

See United Church Worship Resources for upcoming Sundays and special celebrations. 
 

Tenth after Pentecost - July 28, 2024 
Eleventh after Pentecost - August 4, 2024 

Emancipation Sunday- August 4, 2024 
Twelfth after Pentecost - August 11, 2024 
Thirteenth after Pentecost - August 18, 2024 

Fourteenth after Pentecost - August 25, 2024 
Fifteenth after Pentecost - September 1, 2024 

 

* Click here to access Northern Spirit's 2024 Prayer Cycle 

 
  

• Click here to access past Newsletter issues. 
 
 

 
 

Notice: We have moved! 
The Regional Council office has moved into a smaller space as of April 2024.  

Our new mailing address is: 
8510 95 Ave NW, 

Edmonton, AB 
T6C 1Y7 

Our phone number has also changed. The new office number is:  
1(800) 268-3781, extension 6029. 

Email remains the same: NorthernSpirit@united-church.ca. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Northern Spirit Regional Council Office 

8510 95 Ave NW  Edmonton  Alberta 

 1(800) 268-3781 ext. 6029 

northernspirit@united-church.ca 

www.northernspiritrc.ca 

https://united-church.ca/worship-resources?goal=0_53a49c9e28-6a3e0202e3-189549599&mc_cid=6a3e0202e3&mc_eid=cf6d5068f8&utm_source=E-Newsletters&utm_campaign=6a3e0202e3-ES230307&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_53a49c9e28-6a3e0202e3-189549599
https://united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season/tenth-after-pentecost?utm_source=E-Newsletters&utm_campaign=3b6b58a47a-ES240528_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_53a49c9e28-3b6b58a47a-190009120&goal=0_53a49c9e28-3b6b58a47a-190009120&mc_cid=3b6b58a47a&mc_eid=65d3c34074
https://united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season/eleventh-after-pentecost?utm_source=E-Newsletters&utm_campaign=3b6b58a47a-ES240528_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_53a49c9e28-3b6b58a47a-190009120&goal=0_53a49c9e28-3b6b58a47a-190009120&mc_cid=3b6b58a47a&mc_eid=65d3c34074
https://united-church.ca/worship-special-days/emancipation-sunday?utm_source=E-Newsletters&utm_campaign=3b6b58a47a-ES240528_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_53a49c9e28-3b6b58a47a-190009120&goal=0_53a49c9e28-3b6b58a47a-190009120&mc_cid=3b6b58a47a&mc_eid=65d3c34074
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Db55a266953%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Caa562884eef54f73e22308dca03b9af9%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638561425073726643%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0QieNTeRi%2F4wK8tvqRa4Hgbv5n8gZCqOLT4XYz3rcHo%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D709563add5%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Caa562884eef54f73e22308dca03b9af9%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638561425073732727%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=odNc9eFWl6VPnZYKe6MS0OB%2F2mkT7dJ8RzIoc%2Fc5aOU%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Dd6ae1e06d6%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Caa562884eef54f73e22308dca03b9af9%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638561425073739305%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E33T1MP%2FANLy%2B6my%2BqagUAT4K3NotGSfatdllP0dLv8%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D150512a11b%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Caa562884eef54f73e22308dca03b9af9%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638561425073745451%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U6UjbFHAkK79l1O%2FmW2fW2yFzKf%2BDVYylbS3jBNQkIg%3D&reserved=0
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Northern-Spirit-Prayer-Cycle-2024.pdf
https://northernspiritrc.ca/news/newsletters/
http://www.northernspiritrc.ca/
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Sign-up to receive the Newsletter by email by clicking here. 

https://mailchi.mp/united-church/northernspiritsignup
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