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Short reminders of our history for this Centennial year

Throughout 2025, we'll be featuring very short stories about United Church history. Thanks
to historian Gayle Simonson in Edmonton, we can also offer 100-word history vignettes for
use in your own community! Here are vignettes 1-8. (Word format; when you click, the file
will save automatically to your Downloads folder.) For our fifth vignette, she writes:

True to its roots, the United Church has a liberal (sometimes controversial!)
approach to theology and social activism. In London about 1592, two
Congregational leaders were hanged for denying the Queen’s “ecclesiastical
supremacy.” At union, Methodist Rev. Dr. Samuel Rose wrote, “one is impressed
with the significant place of laymen” within the United Church and believed
Methodists “led the fighting forces” working for social reform. Presbyterian Dr. John
T. McNeill noted, “Our colleges have been nurseries both of religion and learning”
with “a knack for conserving the values of the past while moving on in obedience to
a new and true vision.” Congregationalist Dr. W.H. Warriner stressed an acceptance
of all forms of worship as new revelations continue to expand our faith.



https://mailchi.mp/united-church/northern-spirit-regional-council-news-2025-0108?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://prairietopinerc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/100thAnniversary-HistoryVignettes-GayleSimonson-Parts1-8.docx

News of interest to the people of the Northern Spirit Region.
If you have news or events to share, please write a short description,

with a clear headline and a link to more information,
and send it to northernspirit@united-church.ca.

* Add your local events to our Northern Spirit events calendar! x
Click here to view upcoming events. And click here to submit your event.

Family News

New music for the 100th anniversary, free to use and enjoy

Rev Richard Hall of Wingham ON has written to the Regional Councils with a very
generous gift: four original songs to be used freely across the church, including scores
and sound files. Some are co-authored with past Moderator Walter Farquharson, and all
include scores and sound files. Thank you for helping us honour this time, past, present
and future, Richard! Click here for full details.

New video on treaty learning and the proposed AB curriculum

The Being Good relations Network invites you to have a look at this recording of a rich
discussion with Dr Pat Makokis and educator Hayley Christen, focused on taking action
on Treaty understandings, and how current AB curriculum plans undermine those
understandings. There is much we can do, from continuing to refuse to let the
government off the hook, to thinking about how we all learn about and support Treaty
relationships, all the year long. Dr Pat offers us truth and hope through her Treaty
education series and the Treaty walks she has organised. Click here for the video.

Wider Church News & Resources

American full communion partners file lawsuit on the religious freedom to
help migrants and immigrants

February 11 more than two dozen American faith groups filed a lawsuit against the US
government for violation of their religious freedom regarding their practices of serving
immigrants and immigrant communities. Click here to read it; it's as much sermon as
legal language. This push includes our full communion partners, the United Church of
Christ and the Disciples of Christ; most mainline denominations; the Brethren and the
Mennonites; the Unitarians; and Reform Jews.

American author and church historian Dr Diana Butler Bass comments, "Remember: Do
not obey in advance. Use your freedoms to their fullest extent. Dont give up before
we've pushed back. We do not have to surrender. We have rights.”\We continue in
prayer as our US siblings in Christ push back against multiple plans to strip Americans
and asylum-seekers of their rights.
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In Case You Missed It:

Action for people and communities of faith on AB bills 26, 27, and 29

This is your invitation to express your concerns about Alberta’s Bills 26, 27, and 29 and
their impacts on transgender children, youth, and loved ones. Following the lead of the
letter from the Executive and the Affirming Committee, you are invited to write or call in
your own response as a person of faith and a community of faith. Click here for
resources for letter writing, and links to further resources from Alberta groups.

While this legislation will have less immediate impact on our members in NWT and BC,
it's possible those travelling to AB for health needs and children’s sports will see an
impact. And above all, this legislation targets some of the most vulnerable people in
Canada. It is a concern for all Canadians.

Questions? Want to discuss this further? That's welcome too. Please contact the
Affirming Committee via staff support Julie Graham, jgraham@united-church.ca and she
will pass you on directly to the committee. We don't post their personal emails for
privacy reasons.

Here from the beginning: the story of Black people in the United Church
project

Whatever your ethnic or racial background, you're invited to support a Centennial story-
telling project focused on the lives and contributions of Black people in the United
Church of Canada. This exhibition celebrating Black individuals’ remarkable
contributions and experiences within the church amplifies these voices and showcases
their incredible impact on our faith, history, and community. Here from the beginning /
Ici depuis le début: Celebrating the history of The United Church of Canada through the
lens of Black people is the overall project, and it has two related parts:

Telling the storfes of individuals we want to honour.

A travelling historical exhibit.

And the project now has a brand new website- check it out here!

Worship Resources:

See United Church Worship Resources for upcoming Sundays and special celebrations.

Ash Wednesday - March 5, 2025

World Day of Prayer - March 7, 2025

International Women's Day - March 8, 2025

Loving Our Neighbours: Worship for Five Sundays of Lent (Stewardship Resources)
First Sunday in Lent - March 9, 2025

National Affirming PIE day - March 14, 2025

Second Sunday in Lent - March 16, 2025
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* Click here to access Northern Spirit's 2025 Prayer Cycle

e Click here to access past Newsletter issues

Northern Spirit Regional Council Office
8510 95 Ave NW Edmonton Alberta
1-587-407-0330

northernspirit@united-church.ca

www.northernspiritrc.ca
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